At the core of biology is the study of development. How do organisms from all modes of life grow from one single cell to a complete and functional body? How do we know to establish "right" from "left," or know to form a certain number of fingers and toes? Why can some organisms regenerate organs, while others must do without if they are lost? What processes occur as a tadpole becomes a frog? As the author states in the preface, "Metamorphic change is in the nature of science."

Since the first edition of this textbook was written in 1985, the field of Developmental Biology has undergone a revolutionary metamorphosis from experimental embryology to developmental genetics and now integrates anatomy and genomics and systems theory to try and provide a comprehensive understanding of the developmental transitions that occur as organisms grow. This textbook seeks to describe developmental processes from all of these perspectives and is extremely successful at doing so.

Written primarily for the undergraduate student, Gilbert's 10th edition starts at the beginning: the cycle of life. It quickly moves on to differential gene expression, a topic that most certainly has been expanded upon since the editions of previous years. The majority of the text focuses on the ever-popular stem cell: specification and cell commitment, organogenesis, embryonic development. One thing that this text does superbly well is incorporate the developmental paradigms of numerous species, including, but not limited to, *drosophila*, tunicates, zebrafish, frogs, birds, and, of course, humans. The text takes classic experiments dating back to the 1700s and successfully brings them up to date with fantastic fluorescent images and high resolution microscopy techniques. The diagrams that are found on nearly every page are clear and helpful, especially as a supplement for the photos. The final section of the book is on Systems Biology, or the expansion of developmental biology to medicine, ecology, and evolution. This final section, while the shortest set of chapters, will surely be expanded upon in the upcoming years.

Overall, the text is all encompassing, but if the reader wants to learn more, the 10th edition also comes with a registration code for the DevBio online laboratory. This extensive website companion to the text contains additional information on many of the subjects of the text, as well as historical and ethical perspectives on issues in developmental biology today. For the student, the videos, technique instruction, and study questions found on the site may be incredibly helpful.
